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The Last Wheel Standing  For 37 years, from 1964 to 2001, Rick and 
Marge Reeves produced over 11,000 handmade spinning wheels, along 
with many other products in their woodturning business.  Many spinners 
value their Reeves wheels as some of the most beautiful and best 
functioning reproduction wheels recently made.  We at Hillcreek Fiber 
Studio carried their wheels and were sorely disappointed when they were 
forced out of busniss.  We feel honored to have our son Carl Spriggs be 
their official bobbin maker for those who have one of their original 
wheels and need more bobbins.  
 
Denny and I were delighted to see and visit with Rick and Marge last 
summer at Midwest Weavers Conference in Grinnell, Iowa.  They are well and enjoying their retirement.  We would like 
to help them promote a beautiful, signed print of their custom spinning wheel made from fine cherry wood with carved 
hummingbirds on the wheel uprights, loose rings on the spokes, wood inlayed roses on the base along with other unusual 
features.  The limited edition 11” x 17” prints are numbered and signed by Rick.  Only 100 will be printed.  They come 
matted and with a history of Reeves wheels for $125 plus shippimg.  Contact Rick and Marge at 5 Parkview Drive # 17, 
Parkview, IA 52748, 563-285-2379. 
 

 
Wedding Bells  This newsletter is coming to you a little late this 
year.  We were just a little busy September and early October 
preparing for our daughter Rose’s wedding.  She has married a 
fine young man, William Martin, currently in the marine reserves.  
The wedding was held outdoors in a beautiful park in Columbia, 
indoor reception nearby.  The sun actually shined following three 
days of torrential downpour.  Knowing it would be chilly, I wove a 
lace and twill variation wedding shawl in silk and cotton, using 
both row and spot leno to create a trefoil design.   (Yes, it will be 
in “the book.”  I just knew you would ask!).  
  
 
Soaring Eagle Navajo-Style 

Woven Vest  Speaking of 
weaving projects —  finally, 

after 19 years on the loom, my vest is finished!!  I actually lined it and wore it in the 
fashion show at Midwest Weavers’ Conference last June!  Every year when Sarah 
came she would ask, “Is it going to be finished this year?”  It was started 1990 at a 
workshop with Sarah Natani following the international weaving conference 
Convergence in San Jose.  It has been through our house fire in 1994 where the warp 
was burned and the weaving collapsed, having to be restrung before continuing the 
weaving.  It is made of handspun and natural dyed churro yarns.  The Soaring Eagle 
design was inspired by my workshop with Noel Bennett in 1983 following a weaving 
conference in Minnesota.  My two oldest children were about grown.  I had just started 
my business and felt as though my life was about to soar, thus my name chosen by the 
group during the workshop “Soaring Eagle.”    
 
Natural Dyeing Rare Opportunity  About once every four years we offer a workshop here at Hillcreek Fiber Studio 
exploring the lesser known ancient dyes — ones used in non-European countries over the past centuries, such as Alkanet 

Root grey/violet (used by the Egyptians for dyeing hair among other things), Annatto Seeds orange/yellow (grown in 
Mexico and used as food coloring as well as dyeing),  Fustic gold/yellow (commonly used centuries ago but rarely 
today), Woad blue (ancient Picts and Northern Europeans used this before indigo was imported), Lac red (Chinese used 
these insects for lacquer red), Pomegranate rinds, Myrobalan, and Henna tan/yellow/red-brown (near Eastern 
countries used these for dyeing hair and fabrics, Persian carpets, and painting hands), Quercitron bright yellow, scarlet 
when combined with cochineal (developed by Bancroft from black oak inner bark as an export from the US during late 

1700s/early 1800s for its potency and intense color), Safflower yellow on protein fibers/screaming pink on cotton and 
silk (used by Europeans for special garments or for ribbons to tie important documents — thus the origin of “red tape”), 

and Weld yellow (important early European dye, rarely found or used today).  We will study and explore various actual 
early recipes for each dye.  This was a very popular class when it was last offered, sign up early.  Class size is limited. 

 

 

 


